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As we come to the close of 2014 and the wrap up of the 25th anniversary of the West 

Carrollton Education Foundation, the Board of Trustees extends a sincere thank you to our 

donors.  As mentioned in our June newsletter, you came through again.  WCEF awarded 

$9,476 in grants.  This is the largest annual distribution of grants ever. 

Since its inception in 1989, there has never been a year when the Foundation failed to uphold 

its primary mission to support the students of West Carrollton Schools by providing grants to 

enable teachers to implement educational initiatives that are not covered by District funding.  This is a tradition 

that we look forward to continuing and expanding.  We hope you will join us. 

In celebration of these 25 years of success, I encourage you to support the West Carrollton Education Foundation 

by making a tax-deductible donation.  This will be a great way to kick off the next quarter century for WCEF, and 

impact the lives of future generations of students.  Again, thank you to our existing donors.  If you have not given 

in the past, I hope you will partner with us by the close the year. 

Remember, our success depends on your generosity.  Thank you for your support! 

Carrie W. Cummings, President 

West Carrollton Education Foundation 

Spring Gala Update 

Each spring the WCEF hosts a celebration of the great things 

happening in the West Carrollton School District.  The 2014 

Spring Gala was held at El Meson restaurant in West 

Carrollton which is owned and operated by West Carrollton 

graduate and Hall of Famer, Bill Castro. 

 

Guiler Fellow, Denise Jenks and WCEF board member  
Don Schweitzer at the Spring Gala  

The Spring Gala includes a silent auction and cocktails 

followed by a delicious dinner and the presentation of 

annual awards.  Recognition includes the presentation of 

new members of the Distinguished Service Hall of Fame, 

the Excellence in Education Awards which are given for 

outstanding teaching, and the awarding of classroom grants 

Principals Craig Myers (high school), Pam Dudley (Russell), and 
Candice Haffner (Secondary Academy) at the Gala 



West Carrollton Education Foundation Annual Fundraising Campaign 
 

Founded in 1989, the West Carrollton Education Foundation was one of the first in the Dayton Area to benefit a 

public school system. The Foundation is guided by its mission to enrich the educational experiences of West 

Carrollton’s 4,000 students. Through teacher grants, special projects, and community recognition, the Foundation 

supports innovation, research, and special opportunities for students that would not otherwise be available. Thanks to 

our donors’ generosity, the West Carrollton Education Foundation is making a positive difference in the education of 

West Carrollton’s students.  

 

Donations can be made to the Foundation’s general fund or they can be designated for use in a special area such as:  

 

Performing and Visual Arts Grants:  Supporting ongoing efforts to provide West Carrollton students exposure to a 

wide variety of performing and visual arts. 

 

Innovative Teaching Grants:  Supporting the development of innovative projects that go beyond regular classroom 

responsibilities and to share these projects so they benefit their colleagues and students. 

 

Global Awareness Grants: Supporting exploration of social, political and economic issues of global concern to create 

well-informed citizens who understand interconnectedness, value diversity, and have the ability to take action in 

meaningful ways.  

 

Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math Grants: Supporting projects that engage students in a wide variety of 

STEM fields to advance learning and support the acquisition of STEM knowledge at all ages, particularly for at-risk 

youth.  

Gifts Are Tax-Deductible  

The West Carrollton Education Foundation and its funds are components of The Dayton Foundation.  Leadership for 

the West Carrollton Education Foundation rests in our own community.  Fiscal oversight is maintained by The Day-

ton Foundation, which serves the Dayton/Miami Valley area.  This partnership allows for the West Carrollton School 

District community to benefit from local leadership and profit from resources pooled with others in investment 

growth.  Your gifts to the WCEF are tax-deductible, and should be directed to:   

 

West Carrollton Education Foundation 

Attn: Treasurer, WCEF 

430 East Pease Ave. 

West Carrollton, OH 45449.  

 

 More information is available by calling (937) 859-5121 ext 1119. 

3rd Annual Spring Gala Announced 

Mark your calendars now for the Foundation’s 3rd annual Spring Gala to be 

held April 23rd at El Meson restaurant.  The Spring Gala is the Foundation’s 

year-end celebration of the positive things happening in the West Carrollton 

School District. 

The Gala includes a silent auction and cocktails followed by a fabulous El 

Meson feast and the presentation of awards and grants.  You will not want to 

miss this year’s party! 

Fabulous food is always a part of the Spring Gala 

at El Meson! 



2014 Donors 

The West Carrollton Education Foundation would like to thank the following donors for their support.  With-

out their generous contributions, nothing we do would be possible! 

Pirate Society ($1000 and above)   
Dr. & Mrs. Larry Campbell 

Mr. Thomas Wolf 

West Carrollton Education Association 

 

Pirate Benefactor ($500—$999) 

Dr. Rusty Clifford 

Moraine Rotary Club 

Sanner Funeral Home 

 

Pirate Patron ($250—$499) 

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Haag 

Ms. Roberta Phillips 

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Poock 

Mr. & Mrs. Louis E. Tracy 

Cooper, Gentile & Washington Co., LPA 

The Dayton Foundation 

Dayton Progress Corporation 

El Rancho Grande 

Ravinda K Gampa, DDS 

Skyline Chili Dayton Mall 

 

Pirate Sponsor ($100—$249) 

Mrs. Donna Biery 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard A. Cochran 

Mr. Jim Folker 

Mr. & Mrs. Ben Graham 

Ms. Kimberly Hall 

Mr. Murl Huffman 

Mr. Craig Myers 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Richey 

Ms. Shannon Rike 

Mr. & Mrs. Don Schweitzer 

Mr. & Mrs. Gregory C. Wolf 

Closetworks 

Germantown F.O.E. 2292  

Farmers & Merchants Bank 

McGohan Brabender, Inc. 

 

Pirate Friend ($1—$99) 

Mr. and Mrs. Eric J. Balster 

Ms. Brittany Behymer 

Mrs. Georgia Cadic 

Mr. & Mrs. Justin Cline 

Mr. & Mrs. James O. Corbett 

Ms. Linda C. Coules 

Mr. & Mrs. Calvin Cummings 

Mrs. Leslie Daniel 

Mr. LaJuanzo Davis 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Dobson, Jr.  

Ms. Molly Early 

Mr. James A. Ekstrom 

Mr. Jason Enix  

Mrs. Lori Ferguson 

Mr. & Mrs. Ronnie L. Ferriell 

Ms. Rhonda Fiorentini 

Mrs. Barbara Gardecki 

Mr. Fred Gehron 

Ms. Starr Glowik 

Mrs. Lisa Gore 

Mr. & Mrs. Dana Green 

Ms. Kasey Hancock 

Mr. & Mrs. Donald W. Henry 

Ms. Loraine Dorn 

Mrs. Pamela Dudley  

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Haffner  

Ms. Beth Hicks 

Ms. Catherine Hilbert 

Ms. Samantha Hunt 

Ms. Nicole Ingram 

Ms. Emily Jackson 

Mrs. Pam Jacobs 

Mrs. Denise Jenks 

Mr. Jack Jensen  

Mrs. Kara Judd 

Mrs. Jennifer Keck 

Mr. & Mrs. John F. Kolberg 

Ms. Julie Kramer 

Dr. Sarah Lane 

Mr. Joseph Lipinski  

Mrs. Katherine Maddox 

Mr. & Mrs. Neil Manning 

Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Mason 

Mrs. Mary Mastronicola 

Mrs. Jennifer Mattingly 

Mrs. Jennifer McDougall 

Mr. Doug Mescher 

Ms. Brenda Milano 

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Miller 

Mr. Christopher Newman 

Mrs. Carolyn North 

Mrs. Sara Opperman 

Ms. Liz Parringer 

Mr. & Mrs. C. Marshall Patrick 

Mr. James Perry 

Ms. Tina Pett 

Mr. Brad Pompos 

Mr. Chrisopher Price 

Ms. Jennifer Reese 

Mr. & Mrs. George Rieger 

Mrs. Jennifer Reumann 

Ms. Rachael A. Richter-Hauk 

Ms. Tessie Roland 

Mrs. LuAnn Saunders 

Mrs. Anne Schaller 

Ms. Elizabeth Schweitzer 

Mrs. Kelly Seputis  

Ms. Michelle Sewell 

Mr. & Mrs. Kent Shirley 

Ms. Neerja Shockley 

Dr. & Mrs. Brad Snider 

Mr. Eric Snyder 

Mrs. Alyssa Springer 

Mrs. Karen Streit 

Mr. Michael Sunderhaus 

Mrs. Rosalyn Suprenant 

Ms. Jen Tesak 

Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Theis 

Mr. Brad Thobe 

Mr. & Mrs. Ron Timmons  

Ms. Kerri Vanderpool 

Mr. Andy Wagner 

Mrs. Deidre Weekley 

Mrs. Megan Wertalik 

Mr. & Mrs. G. Tracy Williams 

Ms. Lori Williams 

Mrs. Jodi Wilson 

Mr. Brian Yeakley 

Mrs. Gail Young 

Invotec Engineering 

Ty-Pay, LLC 

West Ohio Building Specialties  

 

High school teacher Jodi Wilson (left) 
offers her congratulations to Russell 

teacher Denise McClure.  

WCEF board member, Brenda 
Milano, presents Excellence in 

Education award to Schnell teacher  

Korinne Toadvine 
 

Supporting Excellence in 

Education for over 25 Years! 



2014 Foundation Grants 

This year the Foundation awarded 10 classroom grants with a combined value of almost $10,000.  Classroom grants 

are funded privately and are used to supplement enrichment opportunities for all students.  All teachers are eligible 

to apply for a Foundation grant.  The grants are competitively scored and ranked with the highest ranked grants 

receiving funding. 

The Foundation typically receives between twenty and twenty-five grants per year, and this year received requests 

for more than $30,000 in grant funding. WCEF is interested in projects that allow students to do such things as 

create a product, conduct an experiment, grow or tend living things, or learn a new skill. The project should engage 

the students and lead to the acquisition of new knowledge, awareness, or self-discovery. 

Work on the 2014-15 grants has already begun.  Here are short reports from some of the grant recipients: 

March Madness "Booketology" – Grant $1690 - Holliday Elementary 

Teachers: Neil Manning (3rd Grade) and Cassie Jordan (2nd Grade) 

 

Our March Madness "Booketology" grant will tip off at the same time the NCAA 

Men’s Basketball Tournament begins. The grant is designed to get students excited 

about reading and enjoy it! We have selected 16 books that will be paired against 

each other and read in every classroom.  Students will vote on their favorite books 

until we have one “Champion” book left. We will have a large bracket for 

"Booketology" hanging in the cafeteria where every student can see it.  Our 

students love the NCAA tournament and this grant will make it easy to encourage 

students to develop effective reading skills. 

Holliday students will read to determine 

the “Champion” of the Booketology 

brackets. 

Connecting Sight and Sound – Grant $890 – Russell Elementary 

Teacher: Cara Tobey (Music) 

 

One of the basic strategies used to teach students music skills is the playing of the simple recorder.  I have designed 

Recorder Karate pages where all the notes are visible but the letter names are hidden. Students will need to name them 

then erase to see if they are correct. The mp3 recording is imbedded so we all can hear and see the piece as we play. I 

also have made pages for our Move It activities that show the composer and his dates and country, the name of the 

piece and the form of the piece (for example ABACA where A is the same each time) so we can follow the form as 

we move. West Carrollton students love Recorder Karate and we will  have more to come as the year unfolds. 

Frank Nicholas Land Lab – Grant $2000 – Nicholas Elementary 

Teacher: Joy Feola (5th Grade) 

The Frank Nicholas Land Lab will be created by 1st-5th grade students. Each grade 

level will be responsible for designing a specific portion of the lab. The lab will be 

designed through Project Based Learning so that students will have a sustainable 

product and real world experiences. In addition, the Frank Nicholas Land Lab will 

assist teachers and staff in creating a strong academic foundation that is built on the 

42 Developmental Assets, and will subsequently assist Frank Nicholas students in 

achieving some of the 7 Keys to College and Career Readiness. The Project Based 

Learning experience will be grounded in the Common Core Standards, and will also 

incorporate all aspects of STEM education.  

These ugly weeds will become the 

Nicholas Land Lab! 



Pirate Producers – Grant $300  - Russell Elementary 

Teachers: Molly Early and Erin Richardson (3rd Grade) 

 

Our "Pirate Producers" put their creative minds together to generate items that 

were sold to the entire third grade last year. This year, the items students will 

produce will all be made possible because of the WCEF grant. Students will 

engage their minds, muscles, and imaginations in a Social Studies unit all about 

producing and consuming. We are very appreciative of WCEF for providing our 

"Pirate Producers" with an experience that will forever impact their learning. Third grade students selling their 

product. 

Family Science Night – Grant $500 - Holliday Elementary 

Teacher: Dee Weekley (1st Grade) 

 

C.F. Holliday will be holding our 2nd Annual Family Science Night in February 2015.  We 

are extremely thankful to the WCEF for their grant contribution of $500.00 to be put 

towards this event.  The WCEF grant will allow the Family Science Night committee to 

plan and carry out bigger and better science experiments, and help us to continue to 

promote science education to all C.F. Holliday students and families. 

Inquiry Science – Grant $355 – Schnell Elementary 

Teacher: Mindy Blom (4th Grade) 

 

Our 4th grade students are excited to use a triple beam balance in a range of experiments throughout the year.  We 

will also use grant funds to purchase electrical materials for use in the second semester. 

Holliday Math Carnival – Grant $1000 – Holliday Elementary 

Teacher: Kristi Hopf (4th Grade) 

 

The third annual Holliday Math Carnival will be held at C.F. Holliday on 

Thursday, May 14th, 2015.  The entire C.F. Holliday community is invited for 

activities and games related to math.  We have "Greater than, Less than" Duck 

Pond, Fraction Tic-Tac-Toe, Number Sense Cake Walk and lots of other fun 

games to support our district's math standards.  Families are encouraged to 

participate and have a fun evening with their children.  The $1000 grant will help 

keep this a free event for our families and provide funds for updated games, 

prizes, activities and resources.   

Holliday Math Carnival 

coming May 14, 2015 

A good time was had by all! 

Mark Your Calendar Now for the 

Spring 2015 WCEF Spring Gala! 

 

April 23, 2015 



Every spring the WCEF awards its Excellence in Education Awards to teachers who demonstrate a commitment 

to excellence and leadership within the West Carrollton Schools.  These individuals are nominated by their build-

ing principals and are celebrated as a part of the Foundation’s spring gala.  In June, these same individuals are 

then interviewed by an independent panel to determine who will be selected as a Guiler Fellow. 

Dickinson Thetford Guiler worked in the West Carrollton School District for 38 years.  His career included roles 

as a teacher, principal, and assistant superintendent. After he retired, Mr. Guiler extended his career by serving as 

a member of the district Board of Education. Guiler was a highly respected educator in and out of the state of 

Ohio. When he passed away in 1997 he left a substantial financial legacy to Miami University’s teacher educa-

tion program in honor of his mother and father and his estate is a significant benefactor to both the Education 

Recognition Association (ERA) and the Foundation.  The Guiler Fellowship of Educators is named in his honor 

as is the auditorium at the senior high school. 

The Foundation’s Guiler Fellowship is the highest honor the West Carrollton School District bestows on the 

members of its professional staff.  A Guiler Fellowship signifies a commitment to excellence that is exceptional 

and a dedication to the children of the school district that goes far above the norm.  There have been 49 members 

of the district’s professional staff recognized as Guiler Fellows since 2002 when the award was established 

 

This year’s Guiler Fellowship inductees are: 

WCEF Recognizes Outstanding Teaching 

Denise Rae McClure  
 

Denise McClure is a 2nd Grade teacher at Harry Russell Elementary. Denise received her 

Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees from Wright State University, and she has also studied at 

the University of Dayton.  

 

Denise has been employed in the West Carrollton School District since 1993 when she was 

first hired as a half-time kindergarten teacher and half-time special education tutor.  

Throughout her career in West Carrollton, Denise has been known as a person who seeks 

out new knowledge and ideas about teaching.   She has served as both an Instructional and 

Curriculum Coach and has worked extensively as a mentor to new teachers.  Denise has also 

worked with undergraduate student teachers including a year-long sabbatical with Wright 

State University that allowed her to teach graduate level classes and serve as a full-time supervisor of 

undergraduate education majors.  Denise is a three time Excellence in Education nominee from Russell 

Korinne Joann Toadvine   

 

Korinne Toadvine is our second Guiler Fellow for 2014 and she was nominated as a 4th 

grade teacher from Schnell Elementary.  Korinne came to West Carrollton as a regular 

full-time teacher in 2008.  She holds a Bachelor’s degree from Ohio University and a 

Master’s degree from the University of Dayton. 

 

From the very beginning of her tenure in West Carrollton, Korinne has demonstrated her 

expertise as an instructor and her knack for leadership. She is an exemplary teacher who 

is recognized for her warmth and wisdom and her dedication to student success.  She was 

a member of Schnell’s Professional Learning Community and served as an Instructional 

Coach. She has also spent time filling in when needed as a substitute building principal.   

 

Korinne is an exceptional relationship builder. Her students describe her class as full of energy and a place 

where kids are taught to make the right decisions.  She connects with her students, engages them in learning, 

and challenges them to achieve greatness. She has, as one of her nominators wrote, the ability to “really hone in 

on what students need and to challenge them in unique ways.”   

 



2014 Hall of Fame Inductees 
 

Becky Nels Lewis and Melody Richey 

The one thing the Foundation has tried to emphasize over the years is the 

incredible success stories of our graduates. Programs like the 

Distinguished Service Hall of Fame and the “I am a Pirate!” campaign 

are designed to tell the tale of Pirate success.  

 

Becky Nels Lewis and Melody Richey are the creators, founders, and 

owners of ele’ Cake Company which means they are literally two 

women who have created something from scratch. 

 

Becky Lewis is a 1995 graduate of West Carrollton High School and she 

began her cake career by working in the bakery at Woody’s.  Melody 

Richey is a 1987 graduate of West Carrollton High School and like 

Becky, she also has a pretty serious “cake game” which she also honed 

and perfected in Woody’s bakery. 

 

In 1999, when Woody’s closed, the one thing nearly everyone in the area mourned was the end of Woody’s butter 

cream icing. Many feared it was the end of the Butter Cream Era. But that closing provided these talented ladies 

the opportunity to develop a cake decorating business that has grown into a major enterprise. 

 

Becky and Melody now have two successful store fronts in Beavercreek and West Carrollton and depending on 

the season, their business now employs between 70 and 100 people. This past winter they finished the roll out of 

a new product line of handcrafted confections called Yummes (www.yummes.com) that will be distributed 

nationally. 

 

Becky Nels and Melody Richey of ele’ 

Cake Company, West Carrollton 

Ronnie Ferriell 

Ronnie Ferriell was honored as a Hall of Fame inductee as both a resident 

of the community and as a former faculty member. Ron’s long distinguished 

career with the West Carrollton School District began in 1968 when he was 

hired by Dick Guiler to teach physical education. Ron had come out of 

Eaton High School where he had been a star athlete in basketball, baseball, 

and golf – a sport that he also played at Western Kentucky University for 

two seasons.  

As a classroom teacher, Ron was a standout. He was also an exceptional 

basketball coach, but his real coaching expertise was most evident on the 

golf course. For years Ron walked along with his players as they played 

endless rounds on their home course, Riverbend. He coached them in all the 

technical aspects of the game but also emphasized the personal integrity and 

sportsmanship the game demands. 

Ron retired from teaching and coaching in June of 1998 but he did not end his love affair with West Carrollton 

athletics. Over the years he has been an almost constant presence at basketball games and sporting events - usually 

with his wife Paula at his side. He has worked the clock at Pirate basketball games for years and it would not be a 

stretch of the imagination to describe him as the district’s number one sports fan and supporter. 

Ron Ferriell 2014 HOF Inductee 

file:///C:/Users/ljcampbell/Documents/WCEF/2014-15/www.yummes.com


Visit us on the web at www.westcarrolltonschools.com/pages/wcef or visit 

the West Carrollton Education Foundation page on facebook! 

West Carrollton Education Foundation 

430 E. Pease Avenue 

West Carrollton, OH  45449 

We Need Your Support!! 
If you have any questions about the West Carrollton Education Foundation, or you would like to volunteer or 

make a contribution, please contact any of the trustees listed below, and we will be happy to speak with you. 

Carrie Cummings 

President 

ccummings1@woh.rr.com 

(937) 436-1324  

Jeffrey Sanner 

jsanner068@yahoo.com 

Don Schweitzer 

Vice President 

dschweitzer@dayair.org 

Brad Snider, MD 

Secretary 

bdsnider@mvh.org 

Mark Miller 

mmiller@pcstitch.com 

Larry Campbell, Ph.D. 

Board of Ed. Liaison 

lcampbell@wcsd.k12.oh.us 

(937)  859-5121 x1129 

Roberta Phillips 

Treasurer 

rlpteach@gmail.com 

Shannon Rike 

smrike03@aol.com 

Set Sail for Success with the WCEF Spring Gala! 
 

April 23, 2015.  Save the date and make plans to attend now! 

 

Brenda Milano 

bmilano@wcsd.k12.oh.us  
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